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SUBJECT: CHURCH STATEMENT 

1 . YOU WILL BE INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT BY 
SENATOR CHURCH CONCERNING U.S./PANAMANIAN FRIENDSHIP MADE 
DURING THE DEBATE (CONGRESSIONAL RECORD FOR MARCH 20, 

PAGES 4081): 

2. BEGIN QUOTE I WOULD JUST LIKE TO SAY ONE OTHER THING, 

WITH THE SENATOR S INDULGENCE. I WISH WE WOULD BE MINDFUL 
THAT THIS DEBATE IS BEING CARRIED IN PANAMA FROM GAVEL TO 
GAVEL, TRANSLATED SIMULTANEOUSLY INTO SPANISH. 

3. EVERYTHING WE SAY ON THIS FLOOR IS BEING BROADCAST NOT 
ONLY TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THROUGH PUBLIC RADIO, BUT ALSO 
TO THE PEOPLE OF PANAMA AS WELL. 
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4. I, FOR ONE, WISH THEM TO KNOW IN PANAMA THAT THERE ARE 
AMERICANS WHO APPRECIATE THE LONG, THE FAITHFUL FRIENDSHIP 
THAT PANAMANIAN PEOPLE HAVE SHOWN TOWARD THE UNITED STATES 
FOR THE PAST 75 YEARS. 

5. I, FOR ONE, WANT THEM TO KNOW THAT THERE ARE AMERICANS, 
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AND I BELIEVE THEM TO BE IN THE GREAT MAJORITY, WHO AP- 
PRECIATE THE FACT THAT PANAMA STOOD BY US AS AN ALLY OF 
THE UNITED STATES IN BOTH WORLD WARS OF THIS CENTURY. IN- 
DEED, IF MY INFORMATION IS CORRECT, THE PANAMANIAN GOV- 
ERNMENT, FOLLOWING PEARL HARBOR, ACTUALLY DECLARED WAR 
AGAINST JAPAN BEFORE THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES DID. 

6. WHEN I HEAR SOME OF THE DEPRECIATING ARGUMENTS DIRECTED 
TOWARD PANAMA AND THE PANAMANIANS, I THINK WE OUGHT TO RE- 
MIND OURSELVES OF THAT LONG PERIOD OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
THIS SMALL COUNTRY, PANAMA, AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI- 
CA. 

7. IT IS TO PRESERVE THE BASIS FOR THAT FRIENDSHIP THAT 
WE HAVE THIS TREATY NOW BEFORE US. TO DO RIGHT BY THE 
PEOPLE OF PANAMA WILL ENABLE US TO PRESERVE THAT CLOSE 
AND FRIENDLY TIE IN THE FUTURE. 

8. MR. PRESIDENT, NOTHING COULD BE MORE INJURIOUS TO SUCH 
AN OBJECTIVE THAN TO ADOPT THE AMENDMENT OFFERED BY THE 
SENATOR FROM KANSAS. IT SUGGESTS THAT WE HAVE NO MOMEORY 
THAT 75 YEARS OF FIDELITY MEAN NOTHING TO US. 

9. THE SENATOR FROM KANSAS SAYS, "OH, BUT LOOK, THE 
RUSSIANS ARE IN ETHIOPIA.” WELL, MR. PRESIDENT, WHATEVER 
THAT MAY HAVE TO DO WITH PANAMA, IT IS AT LEAST USEFUL TO 
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REMEMBER THAT THE RUSSIANS DID NOT ENTER ETHIOPIA UNTIL 
AFTER THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT INVITED US OUT. IT WAS 
ONLY AFTER A COMPLETE BREAKDOWN IN OUR FRIENDLY RELATIONS 
WITH ETHIOPIA, THAT THE RUSSIANS MOVED IN. 

10. I DO NOT WANT TO SEE THE CLOSE TIES. THE FRIENDSHIP 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND PANAMA JEOPARDIZED, BECAUSE 
THAT IS WHAT HAS KEPT HOSTILE FORCES OUT OF THE ISTHMUS 
ALL THESE YEARS. IT IS A RELATIONSHIP TO BE PRESERVED, 

AND IT IS THE BASIS FOR KEEPING FOREIGN TROOPS AWAY FROM 
THE CANAL IN THE FUTURE. 

1 1 . I MUST SAY IT IS A MATTER FAR MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE 
SIZE OF OUR ARMED FORCES OR THE NUMBERS OF WEAPONS THAT WE 
CONCENTRATE ON THE ISTHMUS TO PROTECT THE CANAL IF THE AT- 
TITUDE OF THE PANAMANIAN PEOPLE WERE TO TURN AGAINST US, 

AN ENVIRONMENT OF HOSTILITY AND VIOLENCE WERE TO REPLACE 
THE PRESENT PEACEFUL RELATIONSHIP THAT EXIST BETWEEN OUR 
TWO COUNTRIES. END QUOTE VANCE 
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